Main results as re¯ected by remaining ®gures, tables, abstract and conclusion are not in¯uenced by the chi 2 -tests. Thus the main conclusion is still true that in obese males an initial 12-week strict VLCDtreatment followed by conventional dietary guidance results in signi®cantly (P 0.05) larger weight reduction at two years (715.5 AE 17.2 kg) than conventional dietary counselling over the whole two-year period (75.3 AE 9.8 kg). This positive effect of VLCD was not observed in women.
We indeed regret having introduced dif®culties for the readers in properly interpreting our results.
